Washington University School of Medicine

Digital Commons@Becker
Washington University Record

Washington University Publications

3-29-2007

Washington University Record, March 29, 2007

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record

Recommended Citation
Washington University Record, March 29, 2007. Bernard Becker Medical Library Archives.
https://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record/1103.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington University Publications at Digital
Commons@Becker. It has been accepted for inclusion in Washington University Record by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons@Becker. For more information, please contact vanam@wustl.edu.

Medical News: Noise-induced hearing
loss may be stopped with anti-convulsants

Q
O

Stories to tell: Spalding Gray tribute
features his faculty-member brother

m

Washington People: Michael Chicoine
makes an impact here and in Africa

March 29, 2007

8

record.wustl.edu

W^hington University in St Louis

Sense of purpose drives
students on spring break
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Sitting on a beach during spring break is
easier than helping build a home or assisting with hurricane relief, but many University students chose the latter anyway, saying
it provided them with a deeper sense of purpose.
Though senior David Desruisseau traveled
to a traditional spring break spot — Fort Lauderdale, Fla. — his experience was far from
typical. He was part of a group from the
WUSTL chapter of Habitat for Humanity
working with an area Habitat affiliate.
"From Tuesday to Friday, the group joined

other universities from around the country to
help construct homes in a low-income area in
the northwest part of the city," said Desruisseau, a biology major in Arts & Sciences. "Students were involved in roofing, framing, shingling and painting, among other projects. It
was an amazing experience."
Desruisseau is one of hundreds of students
who used the March 12-18 spring break to
lend a hand on numerous community service
trips organized by the Campus Y and other
student organizations.
Hurricane relief was a popular choice. Junior Scott Helvick and 40 other students from
See Trips, Page 6

Sophomore Rachel Amthor traveled with the Campus Y to Belize March 12-17 to
explore eco-tourism. She found one of the more rewarding parts of her trip was
working with children in an after-school program at the Belize City YMCA.

Belly fat may be linked to
systemic inflammation
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BY JIM DRYDEN

A Capitol idea (Front row from left) McDonnell International Scholars Academy scholars
Woosung Kim, Ryotaro Kato, Hong Min Park, Ziyan Zhang, Qing Nian and others walk past the
U.S. Capitol Building during a recent tour of Washington. The group of 18 recent graduates from
Asia's top research universities now pursuing advanced academic work at WUSTL visited the nation's capital March 22-25. Joined by Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton and James V. Wertsch, Ph.D.,
the Marshall S. Snow Professor in Arts & Sciences and director of the academy, the scholars met
with numerous dignitaries, getting a firsthand opportunity to better understand American politics,
culture, history and government.

Tornado preparation
can save lives, property
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

With spring comes baseball,
barbecue — and tornadoes. And with most potential
disasters, it doesn't hurt to prepare so that if a tornado touches down, you have some idea
what to do and can minimize
damage.
"Tragically every year, we see
news reports of fatalities caused
by tornado or shear wind
events," said Bruce Backus, assistant vice chancellor for environmental health & safety. "The
most recent were the 18 deaths
associated with the March 1
tornados in Missouri, Alabama
and Georgia. Preparing in advance and knowing what to do

when a severe weather siren
sounds may save your life."
When a tornado alert
sounds or a tornado touches
down:
• Evacuate to the basement,
an inside hallway or an interior
bathroom on the lowest level
possible.
• Bring a flashlight and
radio.
• Get under heavy furniture
and use your arms to protect
your head and neck.
• Avoid places with widespan roofs.
In the St. Louis County system, when a severe-weather
siren first sounds, it means that
a tornado warning has been
See Tornado, Page 6

As scientists learn more about
the key role of inflammation
in diabetes, heart disease and
other disorders, new School of
Medicine research suggests that
fat in the belly may be an important promoter of that inflammation.
Excess fat is known to be associated with disease, but now,
researchers
have confirmed
that fat cells
inside the abdomen are secreting molecules that increase inflammation. It's the Klein
first evidence
of a potential mechanistic link
between abdominal fat and systemic inflammation.
For years, scientists have been
aware of a relationship between
disease risk and excess belly fat.
"Apple-shaped" people, who carry
fat in the abdomen, have a higher
risk of heart disease, diabetes and

other problems than "pearshaped" people, who tend to store
fat in the hips and thighs. Too
much abdominal fat is associated
with a defect in the body's response to insulin. During medical
exams, some physicians measure
waist circumference to identify
patients at increased risk for these
problems.
Not just any belly fat will
cause inflammation, however.
In 2004, WUSTL investigators
found that removing abdominal
fat with liposuction did not provide the metabolic benefits normally associated with similar
amounts of fat loss induced by
dieting or exercising.
"Despite removing large
amounts of subcutaneous fat
from beneath the skin — about
20 percent of a person's total
body fat mass — there were no
beneficial medical effects," said
Samuel Klein, M.D., the Danforth
Professor of Medicine and Nutritional Science and the senior investigator on both studies. "These
results demonstrated that decreasing fat mass by surgery,
See Belly fat, Page 6

'Royal' premiere for A.E. Hotchner
Playwriting Competition winner
BY LIAM OTTEN

On March 29, alumna Carolyn Kras ('06) will see
the world premiere of her play "Highness" — the
culmination of two years of development.
The production by the Performing Arts Department (PAD) in Arts & Sciences is the honor given
Kras for winning the University's 2006 A.E. Hotchner
Playwriting Competition.
The Hotchner Competition — endowed by alumnus, novelist, poet and playwright A.E. Hotchner —
selects one student work for full theatrical production every two years. Winners are chosen by jury the
year prior to performance and spend the interim refining their scripts.
In 2005, Kras took part in the University's A.E.
Hotchner Playwriting Festival, an annual development lab, where she worked on her play with renowned playwright Naomi Iizuka. Last September,
a staged reading of "Highness" was held by Theatre
Seven of Chicago, a new company launched by recent

PAD alumni.
"Highness," a historical drama, features a student
cast and production crew. The play examines the
yearly life of England's Queen Elizabeth I (15331603) — among the most mythologized figures in
history — before she rose to power.
Performances take place at 8 p.m. March 29-31
and 2 p.m. March 31-April 1 in the A.E. Hotchner
Studio Theatre.
The play focuses on Elizabeth's early adolescence,
particularly her relationship with Katherine Parr, the
sixth and final wife to Elizabeth's father, King Henry
VIII. The story opens on the eve of Elizabeth's coronation but unfolds largely in flashback, beginning
shordy after the death of Kathryn Howard, Henry's
fifth wife — executed, like Elizabeth's mother, Anne
Boleyn, on charges of adultery.
Henry soon begins wooing Parr, a twice-widowed
noblewoman and devout Protestant, who is also
courted by the Lord High Admiral Thomas Seymour.
See 'Highness,' Page 6
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McDonnell gift supports Pake Professorship awarded to Buhro
BY BARBARA REA AND
TONY FITZPATRICK

The George E. Pake Professorship, established by the JSM
Charitable Trust and John F.
McDonnell to honor one of the
University's most influential leaders, was bestowed upon William
E. Buhro, Ph.D., at a ceremony in
Ridgley Hall's Holmes Lounge.
McDonnell is vice chairman of
the University's Board of Trustees
and retired chairman of the board
of McDonnell Douglas Corp.
"I am very grateful to John
McDonnell and the JSM Charitable Trust for establishing this professorship," Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton said.
"Because of their generosity,
we are able to recognize the past
contributions of George Pake,
whose pioneering research led to
many important breakthroughs,
as well as the present and future
contributions of Bill Buhro and
his colleagues, advancing future
breakthroughs in materials science," Wrighton added.
Noting that this is one of three
professorships established by McDonnell and the JSM Charitable
Trust to support materials innovation, Wrighton acknowledged
their tremendous support for
professorships.
"The McDonnell name is associated with more than a dozen
professorships at Washington
University," he said. "This represents an extraordinary impact on
the quality of our teaching and
research."
Buhro, professor of chemistry
in Arts & Sciences and associate
director of the Center for Materials Innovation, is a distinguished
researcher and teacher in the field
of nanoscience and materials
chemistry.
Buhro's interests range from
synthetic inorganic and materials

(From left) Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton; Bruce Pake, son of George E. Pake; William E. Buhro, Ph.D.:
John F. McDonnell; and Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., at the installation ceremony in Holmes Lounge.
chemistry to metallic nanoparticles, nanowire and nanotube
growth mechanisms and nanocrystalline/nanocomposite structural materials.
Recently, he has been involved
with semiconductor quantum
wires and the influence of geometric dimensionality on quantum confinement, as well as electrical transport in boron-based
nanowires.
He collaborates extensively
with faculty colleagues in both
the School of Engineering & Applied Science and the Department of Physics in Arts & Sciences.
He has published more than
90 papers in refereed journals.

Utility agrees to significant carbon
reduction in clinic's biggest case
BY JESSICA MARTIN

The Sierra Club reached a precedent-setting energy agreement
with Kansas City Power & Light
(KCP&L) March 19, thanks in
large part to two years of work by
the University's Interdisciplinary
Environmental Clinic.
For the past two years, the clinic has served as legal counsel for
the Sierra Club in challenging
KCP&L's construction of a new
coal-fired power plant and the expansion of an existing plant in
metropolitan Kansas City.
Under the settlement, reached
just as trial was about to commence, KCP&L will pursue offsets
for all of the global-warming
emissions associated with its new
plant through significant investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy and cut pollution
from its existing plants to improve
air quality in the greater Kansas
City area.
"This settlement helped the
Sierra Club to achieve its goals of
protecting public health and the
environment," said Maxine Lipeles, J.D., senior lecturer in the
School of Law and director of the
clinic.
The clinic took the case because it offered great interdisciplinary learning and service opportunities and involved air pollution
affecting public health, one of the
clinic's priority areas, Lipeles said.
Students from the law school,
the College of Arts & Sciences and
the School of Engineering & Applied Science did the majority of
the work on the case. They drafted
nearly all the legal documents
filed in the case, reviewed extensive documents produced by
KCP&L and the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), took

depositions of DNR employees
involved in the case, helped prepare the Sierra Club's witnesses
for and defended their depositions and prepared the case for
trial.
"Although the parties reached
an agreement, the students were
prepared to give the opening
statement, cross-examine witnesses and present our expert
witness through direct testimony," Lipeles said.
Clinic students describe their
work on the case as an incredibly
valuable experience.
"Taking the deposition of a
key witness in this case stands out
as a highlight of my time in law
school," said third-year student
Brian Schnall.
"I gained invaluable experience preparing questions for the
deposition, questioning the witness and dealing with objections
from opposing counsel," Schnall
added. "The Environmental Clinic provided the unique opportunity to gain real-world litigation
experience while still in school."
Fellow third-year student
Maureen Mahon agreed.
"It's given me the opportunity,
as a law student, to practice
lawyering skills that many young
attorneys wait years to be able to
do," she said. "The experience has
been made even more rewarding
in light of the successful outcome
of the case."
KCP&L plans to add 400
megawatts of wind energy, undertake energy-efficiency programs to reduce electricity demand by another 400 megawatts
and take further steps to reduce
its carbon dioxide emissions to
negate the additional carbon
dioxide to be emitted by the new
plant.

This is one of three professorships established by
John F. McDonnell and the JSM Charitable Trust
to support materials innovation.
The National Science Foundation
(NSF), Monsanto Chemical Co.,
Eastman Kodak Co., Emerson
Electric Co. and the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, to
name a few, have supported his
work.
In 1991, he received the NSF's
Presidential Young Investigator
Award. In addition to receiving
two teaching awards presented by
Arts & Sciences students, Emerson
Electric Co. gave him its Excellence in Teaching Award in 1996.
Buhro has served his department and the University as both a
member and chair of faculty
search committees, the Graduate
Admissions Committee and the
Library Committee.
He has served on the University's Faculty Senate and currently
chairs the Danforth Campus
Committee on Research Integrity.
He is active in his profession,
serving as associate editor of
Chemistry of Materials, serving
on editorial boards for several periodicals, reviewing journals and
performing reviews for funding
agencies.
He has held many leadership
positions in various professional
organizations, including the
American Chemical Society.
Buhro earned a bachelor's degree from Hope College and a

doctoral degree from the University of California, Los Angeles. He
held the Chester Davis Research
Fellowship at Indiana University
for two years before joining
Washington University in 1987.
The entire University community, from the Danforth Campus
to the Medical School Campus,
has been enhanced by the generosity of the McDonnell family
and their associated foundations.
In addition to their extraordinary support for professorships,
they have given substantially in
support of a host of scholarships,
academic initiatives and buildings
at the University. These gifts have
helped strengthen the University
and have encouraged many others to follow their example.
"I'm very grateful to John McDonnell and the JSM Charitable
Trust for providing this significant support of materials science
at a time of great promise for its
contributions to society," said Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., executive
vice chancellor, dean of Arts &
Sciences, and the Barbara and
David Thomas Distinguished
Professor in Arts & Sciences.
Long active in the University's
leadership, McDonnell is immediate past chairman and current
vice chairman of the Board of
Trustees.

For Arts & Sciences, McDonnell was a founding chair of its
National Council; he now serves
on the School of Engineering
& Applied Science's National
Council.
He and his wife, Anne, are
life members of the William
Greenleaf Eliot Society and sustaining charter members of the
society's Danforth Circle.
Among his most significant
gifts is a $10 million endowment, established in 2005 with
the JSM Charitable Trust, to create the McDonnell International
Scholars Academy.
In addition, he served as
chairman of the leadership
phase for the Campaign for
Washington University.
George E. Pake, for whom
the professorship is named,
joined the faculty at Washington
University after graduating from
Harvard University.
During his first year as an assistant professor in the 1940s, he
wrote an article on a new technique called nuclear magnetic
resonance. This paper became
an instant classic and served as a
predictor of Pake's forthcoming
success.
Except for a six-year appointment as professor of physics at
Stanford University, Pake's entire academic career was spent
at Washington University, where
he chaired the physics department from 1952-1960 and
served as provost from 19621970.
"George Pake influenced and
guided Washington University's
development into an internationally renowned institution,"
Wrighton said. "He worked tirelessly to recruit and retain excellent faculty to the University in
areas as diverse as computer science, engineering and biology."
In addition, Pake was in great
demand for governmental committees. In 1970, he left the University to create the Palo Alto
Research Center (PARC) at the
Xerox Corp., now a world-famous institution responsible for
developments such as the first
personal computer, the laser
printer, the electronic mail system (e-mail) and area network
technology (i.e., Ethernet).
Pake left PARC in 1978 to
oversee Xerox Corporate Research; in 1986 he became director of the Institute for Research
on Learning, and in 1991, he
was named director emeritus.
Among his prestigious
awards and citations are the National Medal of Science awarded
from President Reagan in 1987
and an honorary doctor of science degree from Washington
University in 1995. Pake died
in 2004.

Electronic Record popularity grows
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Reader response to the electronic version of the
Record has been favorable. Seven out of eight
people opting out of receiving the print Record
reported doing so because they prefer the electronic
version.
Earlier this academic year, the Office of Public Affairs began sending twice-weekly e-mail versions of
the on-campus newspaper to the University community. The Record Monday and Record Thursday emails are sent to more than 25,000 people, including
faculty, staff and students.
The electronic Record offers an environmentally
friendly option with full-color, searchable content
and links to Web sites throughout the University.
Reader rates of opening the e-mail version are encouraging and rank positively for e-newsletter readership rates.
Recent statistics show that 34 percent of faculty
and staff open the e-mails, while 24 percent of students open them. The e-mail Record has an overall
open rate of 29 percent, placing it well within the 20
percent to 40 percent average open rate for electronic
communications, according to Campaign Monitor, a
marketing firm that manages e-mail campaigns.
Each of the e-mails averages more than 29,000
page views per month.

The print version of the Record is published every
Thursday during the school year, except during class
breaks, and monthly during the summer. Content
from the print edition is divided between the Record
Monday and Record Thursday e-mails.
Although the e-mail version displays differently
on different computer monitors depending on screen
resolution, the two weekly e-mails contain the complete print version. A navigation bar along the top of
the home page takes visitors to separate pages for
news from the School of Medicine, the Calendar listing of campus events, Notables, Campus Watch and
Sports.
In addition, the e-mails often include articles not
found in the print Record, announcements and
breaking news.
The online Web version of the Record is available
to anyone at any time at record.wustl.edu. The home
page is updated to coincide with the e-mail distribution of the Record.
The Web Record is archived back to 1995 so readers easily can search for any information they might
have missed in past issues. Links on the site provide
access to other Web sites, including those that contain video footage related to news stories.
To unsubscribe from the print Record and receive
only the e-mail version, visit record.wustl.edu/
unsubscribe.

recorAwustl.edu
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School of Medicine Update
Supplements studied as way to limit macular degeneration
BY JIM DRYDEN

A team of investigators from
the School of Medicine and
other centers around the
country is evaluating dietary supplements to determine if they can
prevent some of the damage from
age-related macular degeneration,
a leading cause of blindness in
Americans older than 65.
Called AREDS2 (Age-Related
Eye Disease Study 2), the National
Eye Institute-funded trial follows a
previous study that concluded dietary supplements containing antioxidants and zinc reduce the risk
of progress from moderate to advanced disease by about 25 percent
in five years.
"The original study, and some
smaller studies, also noticed potential protective effects from

other dietary supplements," said
Rajendra S. Apte, M.D., Ph.D.,
assistant professor of ophthalmology and visual sciences and
principal investigator for
AREDS2 at the
WUSTL site.
"The numbers
of patients involved have
been too small
to determine
whether these
supplements
really help, but
the results are promising enough
to investigate."
Apte and other vision researchers around the country
are recruiting 4,000 patients with
age-related macular degeneration
between ages 50-85. To qualify

for the study, patients must have
either moderate disease in both
eyes or advanced disease in one
eye. Those are patients at the
highest risk of losing significant
vision and experiencing progression of their disease during the
next five years. Investigators will
follow study patients for at least
that long.
All subjects recruited into the
trial will be eligible to receive the
antioxidants and zinc supplements that were shown to reduce
risk in the first study. Some patients also will receive certain
omega-3 fatty acids that are contained in fish oils, and others will
take supplements containing either lutein and zeaxanthin that
normally are made in the retina.
"The retina and the macula are
rich with compounds such as

"The retina and the macula are rich with
compounds such as lutein and zeaxanthin, and
there is some preliminary, albeit non-randomized,
evidence suggesting these substances may
be protective against certain eye diseases."
RAJENDRA

lutein and zeaxanthin, and there
is some preliminary, albeit nonrandomized, evidence suggesting
these substances may be protective against certain eye diseases,"
Apte said. "Omega-3 fatty acids
from fish oils also might help, but
we don't yet have a clear answer
because none of these supplements has been studied within the
context of a randomized trial."
There are two major forms of
age-related macular degeneration:
The more common "dry" form of
the disease and the less common
"wet" form. The wet form, which
is the more damaging of the two,

S. APTE
involves the growth and leakage
of abnormal blood vessels beneath the retina. Although the
wet form of the disease accounts
for only about 10 percent of
cases, it is responsible for as
much as 90 percent of the vision
loss associated with the disease.
Apte said the goal of the trial
and most of his other research is
to keep patients with the dry
form from progressing to the wet
form of the disease.
For more information about
AREDS2 and Apte's other ongoing studies, call the Barnes Retina
Institute at 367-1181.

Anti-epileptic drugs may
help prevent hearing loss
BY GWEN ERICSON

Match 931116 Roderick McCoy, M.D., Ph.D., celebrates with his wife, Yavilah, and 4-month-old
daughter, Amalyah, after learning on Match Day March 15 that he will be doing his internal medicine residency at Boston University. McCoy entered the School of Medicine in 1989 and graduated
in 1998 with a combined M.D./Ph.D. Upon graduation, he chose to go into science rather than a
residency. He returned to the medical school in December 2005 to take some refresher clinical
rotations to begin residency training this July.

Vision finding could benefit Alzheimer's treatment
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

One of the primary visual areas
in the brain that tracks motion
has surprised scientists: Instead of
directly mapping objects by the
way their image falls on the retina, it is the first visual area to
map them in a representation of
the space surrounding the viewer.
The finding could be important both for treatment of visual
complications of disorders such
as Alzheimer's
disease and for
understanding
how the brain
assembles a stable picture from
the perpetual
jerky scanning
movements the
eyes make.
d'Avossa
"Our visual
sensors are like
careening video cameras operated
by a drunkard," said Giovanni
d'Avossa, M.D., an instructor in
neurology and lead author of a
paper in a recent issue of Nature
Neuroscience. "Our eyes sometimes move smoothly, as when
they track the course of a thrown
ball, but more frequently they
engage in fast, ballistic movements called saccades that abruptly shift our gaze from one point
to another."

The brain must piece together the separate jigsaw-like snapshots formed at each brief fixation to create the perception of a
coherent, stable representation of
the world, d'Avossa said.
With colleagues at the School
of Medicine and universities in
Italy, d'Avossa studied the middle temporal cortex (MT), one
of up to 32 brain areas involved
in processing various aspects of
vision.
Researchers had already recognized the MT as playing a role
in tracking visual motion. In
prior brain imaging studies of
the MT, subjects focused on the
center of their visual field while
an object moved through the
field. When the moving object
was on the right side of the visual field, the MT became active on
the left side of the brain, and
vice versa.
This pattern matches the way
the optic nerves feed data to the
brain: They cross behind the
eyes, with data from each retina
going to the opposite hemisphere of the brain. This implied
that the MT was dealing with
data in retinotopic space — the
neuroscientists' term for a map
of visual space that correlates on
a point-by-point basis with
light-sensing cells in the retina.
To create a stable image of

the position of visual inputs, the
brain also must create another
representation of visual space, the
spatiotopic map. This representation draws on data from the retinas but constantly has to be updated because of the eyes' incessant careening.
For the new studies, d'Avossa
and colleagues at Italy's Pisa Vision Laboratory had subjects look
to either side of a moving object.
They found the activity in the
MT depended only on the object's position on the screen and
not on the position of its image
on the retina.
"This suggests that the MT
can analyze visual data in spatiotopic terms," d'Avossa said.
"It's no small task to transform
data from retinal coordinates to
real-world coordinates, and it's
quite surprising to find that a
brain area previously known only
for motion tracking might have a
major role in this component of
spatial perception."
Patients with Alzheimer's disease sometimes experience spatial
disorientation, and d'Avossa said
the new results suggest the MT
may be a good place to search for
the source of this dysfunction.
Problems in the MT also have
been linked to dyslexia, so the
findings could shed further light
on this link.

Qn the battlefield, a soldier's
hearing can be permanently
damaged in an instant by the
boom of an explosion, and thousands of soldiers returning from
Iraq have some permanent hearing loss. But what if soldiers could
take a pill before going on duty
that would prevent damage to
hearing?
A group headed by Jianxin
Bao, Ph.D., research associate professor of otolaryngology and head
of the Central Institute for the
Deaf's Presbycusis and Aging Laboratory, has found that two antiepileptic drugs can prevent permanent hearing loss to a significant degree in mice exposed to
loud noises.
"The military has a tremendous need for preventing noiseinduced hearing loss," Bao said.
"But others would also benefit.
For example, many hunters have
hearing loss on the side where
they hold their gun, and pilots are
especially prone to hearing loss
because of the noise in airplane
cabins. Protective equipment or
earplugs aren't always appropriate,
and right now, no drug on the
market can prevent or treat noiseinduced hearing loss."
Bao's laboratory is dedicated to
the study of both age-related and
noise-induced hearing loss. About
28 million Americans have a hearing impairment, and excessive
noise is the predominant cause of
permanent hearing loss. At least
30 million people in the United
States encounter hazardous levels
of noise at work, particularly in
jobs such as construction, mining,
agriculture, manufacturing, transportation and the military.
Bao and colleagues found that
if they exposed mice to loud
sounds and then gave them trimethadione (Tridione) or ethosuximide (Zarontin), anticonvulsive medications used to treat
epilepsy, they could prevent a significant amount of permanent
hearing loss. When mice got the
medications before noise exposure, only trimethadione significantly reduced subsequent hearing loss.
The results are reported in
Hearing Research and are available online.
Bao noted that other researchers are investigating agents such as
antioxidants for their potential in

"We will continue our
investigations.... One
possibility is to combine
an anti-convulsant with
an antioxidant to increase
the protective effect"
JIANXTNBAO

preventing hearing loss, but the
two anti-convulsive drugs his lab
studied are FDA-approved and
could be used much sooner in
clinical trials that study hearing
loss.
The experiments in mice
showed that the drugs could reduce by about five decibels the
permanent threshold shift that
can occur after noise exposure.
For example, if the softest
sound the mice could hear before
the noise was 30 decibels, after
the noise it might take a louder,
50-decibel sound for the untreated mice to hear but only 45 decibels for the treated mice. A decibel is a standard unit of sound,
and normal conversation is
around 60 decibels.
"In people, a five-decibel difference in hearing ability can be
important for everyday speech,"
Bao said. "We will continue our
investigations of these kinds of
drugs to see if we can improve
the results. One possibility is to
combine an anti-convulsant with
an antioxidant to increase the
protective effect."
Both drugs tested are T-type
calcium channel blockers, which
inhibit the movement of calcium
ions into nerve cells. In the ear,
calcium may play a role in causing damage to hair cells (specialized cells that sense sound vibrations) and the nerve cells that
connect the hair cells to the hearing centers of the brain.
These anti-epileptic drugs can
have side effects such as dizziness
and sleepiness, which would be
detrimental in certain situations,
Bao said.
"Lowering the dosage and
combining them with other drugs
may be effective," Bao said.
"Newer versions of anti-epilepsy
drugs have fewer side effects, and
it may be possible to modify the
structure of the drugs so that they
don't cross into the brain, which
could avert some side effects."
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Edison shares Spalding Gray's 'Stories Left to Tell'
Spalding Gray was one of the
most influential solo performers of his generation,
chronicling life's ups and downs
in wry, unflinchingly honest
monologues. His suicide in
January 2004 shocked the theater
world and left fans, friends and
family reeling.
Yet Gray left behind a vast
body of unpublished work, including diaries, letters, poems and
short stories. At 8 p.m. March 3031, Edison Theatre will present
the Midwest premiere of "Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell," a
tribute that combines these materials with excerpts from his famous solo shows.
The show will feature Rockwell Gray, Spalding's brother and
adjunct instructor in University
College in Arts & Sciences.
"Stories Left to Tell" was created by Gray's widow, Kathleen
Russo, and director Lucy Sexton. It
unfolds chronologically, moving
from Gray's childhood memories
of swimming with his mother
(who committed suicide in 1967)
to his awkward adolescence and
eventual fatherhood. In addition
to previous monologues, Russo
and Sexton culled stories and an-

The life of celebrated performer Spalding Gray will be chronicled in
the Midwest premiere of a tribute to the late monologuist.

ecdotes from Gray's journals, unperformed works and even an answering machine message made
shortly before his death in which
Gray discusses suicide plans.
The performance also draws
heavily from "Life Interrupted,"
Gray's final — and unfinished —
monologue, which details a crippling June 2001 car crash that
happened while the author was

vacationing in Ireland. Gray, who
was not wearing a seatbelt, was
knocked unconscious and suffered a fractured skull and badly
broken hip, leaving his right leg
virtually immobilized.
Over the next two years, Gray
battled depression and underwent six operations; his health —
both physical and emotional —
never recovered. He attempted

suicide several times before leaping from a Staten Island ferry
into the icy waters of New York
Harbor.
"Stories Left to Tell" debuted
in June 2006 in Los Angeles with
a cast headed by Teri Garr, John
C. Reilly, Tony Shalhoub and
Frances Conroy. It is currently in
production in New York.
The Edison Theatre production includes a trio of contemporary monologists — author
Jonathan Ames; acclaimed comedian Reno; and Obie Award-winning actress Carmelita Tropicana
— as well as Calvin Johnson,
founder of the indie-funk band
Dub Narcotic Sound System.
Born in suburban Rhode Island in 1941, Gray planned to
become a novelist but in the late
1960s, moved to New York and
began performing with a series
of experimental theater companies.
In the mid-1970s, he helped
form the avant-garde Wooster
Group, which included actor
Willem Dafoe. In 1977, the
troupe mounted "Rumstick
Road," an autobiographical work
exploring the aftermath of the
death of Gray's mother.

Gray continued to hone his
stage persona in monologues and
came to national prominence in
1985 with "Swimming to Cambodia." Based on his experiences in
the cast of the 1984 Academy
Award-winning movie "The Killing Fields," Gray's Obie Awardwinning monologue was itself
filmed by Jonathan Demme in
1987.
Gray appeared in several
other films, including "King of
the Hill," based on alumnus A.E.
Hotchner's memoir of his childhood in St. Louis. Gray also performed on Broadway.
Gray was a frequent guest at
Edison Theatre, performing "Interviewing The Audience,"
"Gray's Anatomy," "Monster in a
Box," "It's A Slippery Slope" and
"Morning, Noon & Night."
In 1998, Edison hosted the
world premiere of "Gray on
Gray: A Lifelong Conversation,"
a dialogue between Spalding and
Rockwell Gray.
Tickets are $30; $25 for. seniors, faculty and staff; and $18
for students and children.
For more information, call
935-6543 or visit edisontheatre
.wustl.edu.

"1943: The Jewish World' • Japanese Film Series • Conquest of Nature
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place March 29-April 11 at
Washington University. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (calendar.wustl.edu) and the
School of Medicine (medschool
.wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
"Lesley Dill: 'The Thrill Came Slowly.'"
Through April 29. Co-sponsored by the
Sam Fox School ot Design & Visual Arts.
Millstone Gallery at COCA, 524 Trinity Ave.
725-1834, ext. 156.
"Reality Bites." Through April 29. Kemper
Art Museum. 935-4523.

Film

4 p.m. History Colloquium. "The 'Conquest
of Nature': Water, Landscape and the
Making of Modern Germany." David Blackbourn, Coolidge Professor of History,
Harvard U. (Reception follows.) Brown
Hall Lounge. 935-5450.
6:15 p.m. Germanic Languages & Literatures Lecture. "Turkish-German Constellations in Literature and Film." Martina
Wagner-Egelhaaf, prof, of German, U. of
Miinster, Germany. Co-sponsored by the
Kemper Art Museum. Kemper Art Museum, Rm. 104.935-5106.
8 p.m. Germanic Languages & Literatures
Lecture. "1943: The Jewish World at
Ground Zero." David Roskies, Sol and
Evelyn Henkind Chair in Yiddish Literature
and Culture and prof, of Jewish literature,
Jewish Theological Seminary. Co-sponsored by Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern
Studies. McDonnell Hall, Rm. 162.
935-8567.

Friday, March 30

Wednesday, April 4
7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Be With
You" (2004), Nobuhiro Doi, dir. Busch
Hall, Rm. 100.935-5110.

Lectures
Thursday, March 29
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Modifier
Genes and Systems Biology of Health and
Diseases." Joseph Nadeau, dept. of genetics, Case Western Reserve U. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. Anesthesiology Lecture. Annual C.R.
Stephen Lecture. "Relationship of Sleep
and Anesthesia." Clifford Saper, James
Jackson Putnam Professor of Neurology
and Neuroscience, Harvard U. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 454-8701.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Chemistry of
Sterically Protected Unusual Phosphorous
Compounds." Masaaki Yoshifuji, adjunct
prof, of chemistry, U. of Ala. McMillen
Lab., Rm. 311. 935-6530.

9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Kelle
Moley, prof, of obstetrics and gynecology.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering Seminar. Younan Xia,
prof, of chemistry, U. of Wash. Lopata
Hall, Rm. 101.935-5548.
11 a.m. Jewish, Islamic & Near Eastern
Studies Lecture. "Survival Strategies:
Interpreting Islam in Central Asia, Past
and Present." Devin DeWeese, prof, of
Central Eurasian studies, Indiana U. Cosponsored by Religious Studies. Duncker
Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-8567.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Distinct Roles for Classical and Alternative NF-kB Signaling in Osteoclasts." Deborah Novack, asst. prof, of internal medicine. McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg,
Rm. 426. 362-7437.
7:30 p.m. McDonnell Lecture. "The Messenger Mission to Mercury." Sean C.
Solomon, dir. Dept. of Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie Inst. Jerzewiak Family
Auditorium of the Arts & Sciences
Laboratory Science Building. 935-5332.

Monday, April 2
4 p.m. Physics Condensed Matter/Materials and Biological Physics Seminar.
"Kelvin Probe Force Microscopy on
Semiconductors." Sascha Sadewsser,
div. of solar energy, Hahn-Meitner
Institut, Berlin. (3:45 p.m. coffee.)
Compton Hall, Rm. 241. 935-6276.

Devin DeWeese, Ph.D., a noted scholar of Islam
in Asia, will discuss "Survival Strategies: Interpreting Islam in Central Asia, Past and Present"
at 11 a.m. March 30 in Duncker Hall's Hurst
Lounge.
Free and open to the public, the lecture is sponsored by the Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern Studies program in Arts & Sciences.
DeWeese is a professor of Central Eurasian studies and director of the Denis Sinor Institute for
Inner Asian Studies at Indiana University.
His talk will center on the problem of religious

Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "LINE-1
Retrotransposition and Human Disease."
John Moran, assoc. prof, of human
genetics, U. of Mich. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.

Tuesday, April 3

4 p.m. History Colloquium. "The Making
of an African Communist: Edwin Mofutsanyana and the Communist Party of
South Africa, 1927-1939." Robert Edgar,
prof, of history, Howard U. Co-sponsored
by African & African-American Studies.
(Reception follows.) Duncker Hall, Rm.
201, Hurst Lounge. 935-5450.

11:45 a.m. Center for Materials Innovation & Biomedical Engineering Joint
Seminar. "Engineering Cell Adhesive
Biointerfaces and Tissue Constructs."
Andres Garcia, Georgia Inst. of Technology. Whitaker Hall, Rm. 100. 935-6540.

4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminars. "Neurturin-RET Mediated
Signaling is Critical for Normal Retinal
Function." Milam Brantley, Jr., asst. prof,
of ophthalmology & visual sciences.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.

6:15 p.m. Germanic Languages and
Literatures Lecture. "Die Gruppe 47,
von Heute Aus Gesehen." Wilfried Barner, prof, of German, U. of Goettingen,
Germany. Women's Bldg. Formal
Lounge. 935-5106.

Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Extensive and Regulated Glycan Synthesis by Abundant Human Intestinal
Symbionts." Laurie Comstock, assoc.
prof, of medicine, Harvard U. Cori Aud.,
4565 McKinley Ave. 362-3692.
5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Biophysical Evenings
Seminar. "Energy Transfer in Natural
Photosynthetic Antenna Supercomplexes." Robert Blankenship, Lucille P.
Markey Distinguished Professor of
Biology & Chemistry. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinley Ave. 362-4152.

Wednesday, April 4
7 p.m. Darfur Action Coalition Lecture.
Gloria White-Hammond, Darfur advocate and founder, My Sisters Keeper.
Co-sponsored with CORE, the Center for
Ethics and Human Values, Judicial
Programs Office, and Africa Public
Interest Law and Dispute Resolution
Project. Women's Bldg. Formal Lounge.
505-463-5868.

Thursday, April 5
10 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering Seminar. Hunter Lov-

"Survival Strategies: Interpreting Islam in Central Asia'
BY GERRY EVERDING

ins, president, Natural Capitalism, Inc.,
Eldorado Springs, Colo. Lopata Hall, Rm.
101.935-5548.

"survivals," in this case, elements of pre-Islamic religious traditions believed to survive in and shape the
practice and worldview of Muslims.
This background provides a way of understanding Islam in Central Asia in the context of various
academic constituencies that have employed it, including colonial, nationalist and Soviet.
DeWeese will focus on examples drawn from his
work on the Yasavi Sufi tradition of Central Asia
and discuss some implications of this strategy for
the ways in which Islam in contemporary Central
Asia is analyzed.
For more information, call Debra Schwartz at
935-8567 or e-mail jines@artsci.wusd.edu.

Friday, April 6
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Genetic Analysis of Organogenesis in the
Mouse." Jeffrey Miner, assoc. prof, of
internal medicine. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 747-4233.

Monday, April 9
4 p.m. Foreign Language Learning
Colloquium Speaker Series. "The Age
Factor in Second Language Speech
Learning." James Flege, prof, emeritus
of psychology, U. of Ala., Birmingham.
Co-sponsored by Co-sponsored by Asian
& Near Eastern Languages & Literatures,
Germanic Languages & Literatures and
Romance Languages & Literatures. Lab
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 250. 935-5175.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminars. "Genetic Defects Causing
Retinitis Pigmentosa. Insights from Two
Genes: NRL and RD3." James Firedman,
postdoctoral fellow in ophthalmology, U.
of Mich. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.

Tuesday, April 10
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Remodeling Proteins and the Proteome by
AAA ATPase." Tania Baker, E.C. Whitehead Professor of Biology, Mass. Inst. of
Technology. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 935-7888.
1 p.m. Program in Physical Therapy
Research Seminar. 4444 Forest Park
Blvd., Lower Lvl., Rm. B108. 286-1404.

Wednesday, April 11
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Seminar. "Protein Misfolding in
Aging and Neurodegenerative Disease."
Richard Morimoto, Bill and Gayle Cooke
Professor of Biology, Northwestern U.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4152.

Music
Thursday, March 29
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Big George Brock.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Saturday, March 31
7 p.m. Voice recital. Nora Maynard.
Whitaker Hall Aud. 935-4841.

Sunday, April 1
2 p.m. Graduate recital. Allyson Ditchey,
soprano. Graham Chapel. 935-4841.
7 p.m. Recital. Allison Cayne, oboe.
Graham Chapel. 935-4841.

On Stage
Thursday, March 29
8 p.m. Performing Arts Dept. presentation.
"Highness" by Carolyn Kras. Annamaria
Pileggi, dir. (Also 8 p.m. March 30 & 31,2
p.m. March 31 & April 1.) Cost: $15, $9
for seniors, students, children, faculty &
staff. Mallinckrodt Student Center, A.E.
Hotchner Studio Theatre. 935-6543.

Friday, March 30
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "Spalding Gray:
Stories Left to Tell." (Also 8 p.m. March
31.) Cost: $30, $25 for seniors, faculty &
staff, $18 for students & children. Edison
Theatre. 935-6543.

Sports
Friday, March 30
All day. Track & Field Washington University Invitational. (Also March 31.)
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, March 31
1 p.m. Softball vs. Millikin U. WUSTL
Field. 935-4705.

Monday, April 2
1:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Edgewootf College.
Kelly Field. 935-4705.

Friday, April 6
7 p.m. Men's tennis vs. Maryville U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Saturday, April 7
All day. Track & Field WUSTL Select Meet.
Francis Field. 935-4705.
10 a.m. Men's tennis vs. Wheaton
College. Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.
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Blues legend Big George Brock to perform and host clinic
Visit results from student documentary film
BY LIAM OTTEN

Legendary blues vocalist and
harmonica player Big
George Brock will perform
for the Jazz at Holmes series at
8 p.m. March 29 in Ridgley
Hall's Holmes Lounge.
In addition, Brock will host
a blues clinic from 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. March 29 in Tietjens
Hall. The clinic will feature
Brock, accompanied by a drummer, performing and talking
about his life in music.
Both events are free and
open to the public.
Brock's visit comes as the result of a class project by Rebecca Dorrill, a political science
major in University College in
Arts & Sciences.
In 2006, Dorrill — herself a
guitarist and songwriter —
began filming "Double Shuffle,
Delta Style," a documentary
about authentic St. Louis blues
performers. The film, which
Dorrill recendy completed, focuses on Brock and also celebrates the musical and cultural
legacies of important St. Louis
musicians such as the guitarist
Bennie Smith and the singer
and pianist Henry Townsend.
Raised on a plantation out-

side Clarksdale, Miss., Brock
began playing harmonica at age 8.
He was deeply influenced by musicians Muddy Waters, B.B. King
and Howlin' Wolf, all of whom
lived and performed nearby.
Brock's life is the stuff of legends. Story has it Brock — an
amateur boxer — once knocked
out a young Sonny Liston and defeated a wresding bear.
In the 1950s, Brock moved to
St. Louis where he opened a series
of popular blues clubs, including
the 1,000-seat Club Caravan,
which hosted shows by Waters,
Ike and Tina Turner, Albert King
and many others.
Though he has performed
widely over the years, Brock did
not begin recording his own
music until the mid-1990s, when
St. Louis' Tee Ti Records released
his debut album, "Front Door
Man." In 2005, Brock recorded an
acclaimed follow-up, "Club Caravan," for the Cat Head Presents
label, which also released Brock's
"Round Two" in 2006. That same
year, he was featured in filmmaker Damien Blaylock's documentary "Hard Times."
Brock has been nominated for
three 2007 Blues Music Awards,
sponsored by The Blues Foundation in Memphis, Tenn., in the

Vocalist and harmonica player Big George Brock, who moved to St. Louis in the 1950s, is a legend on
stage and off. Owner of a series of blues clubs in St. Louis, Brock is said to have knocked out Sonny
Liston and defeated a wrestling bear. The Blues Music Award-nominee will be on campus March 29.
categories of InstrumentalistHarmonica, Traditional Blues
Album of the Year (for "Round

Two",) and Traditional Blues Male
Artist of the Year. Winners will be
announced May 10.

For more information, call
935-4841 or e-mail staylor@
wustl.edu.

"Connecting Cultures' is goal Presidential contender Huckabee to speak
of 2007 International Festival
The former governor of
BY BARBARA REA

BY JESSICA MARTIN

From traditional foods and
lively entertainment to
informational exhibitions,
international students in the
George Warren Brown School
of Social Work will offer a taste
of their homelands during the
13th annual International
Festival from 5-9:30 p.m.
March 31.
All events take place in the
Lab Sciences Building.
The theme of this year's festival, which is free and open to
the public, is "Connecting Cultures."
Attendees can sample food
from more than 20 countries at
an international banquet from
5-6:30 p.m. in the Rettner
Gallery.
Cultural exhibits will be on
display from 5-7 p.m. in Room
301.
Students will present dance,
music, song and poetry from

around the world from 7:309:30 p.m. in Room 300. Seating for the talent showcase is
limited.
"This opportunity to engage
with fellow students at the
Brown School, to make connections and to celebrate different
cultures and traditions that may
be unfamiliar opens up new
possibilities in terms of ways of
seeing and sharing life," says
Melanie Messer, a festival organizer and first-year social work
student.
"The festival is an occasion
for us, as a community of social
work students, to pause and to
think about each other as citizens in a global context," she
added. "It is our hope that the
Washington University community will celebrate with us and
that we will all be enriched by
this year's festival."
For more information, e-mail
intfestival@gwbmail.wusd.edu or
visit gwbweb.wusd.edu.

Republican presidential contender Mike Huckabee, whose
latest book outlines his distinct
views and values, will give the
College Republicans address for
the Assembly Series at 11 a.m.
April 4 in
Graham
Chapel. His
talk, "From
Hope to Higher
Ground: 12
STOPS to
Restoring
America's
Greatness" —
also the tide of Huckabee
his fifth book
— is free and open to the public.
Huckabee became governor of
Arkansas in 1996 following the
resignation of Jim Guy Tucker.
After easily winning the 1998 gubernatorial election, he went on
to win another four-year term
and served until 2007.
As does Bill Clinton, Huckabee
hails from Hope, Ark., a small
town where growing up included

Explore the Mercury mission in McDonnell Lecture
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Sean C. Solomon, Ph.D., director of the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism at the Carnegie
Institution of Washington, will deliver the 2007
McDonnell Lecture at 7:30 p.m. March 30 in the
Jerzewiak Family Auditorium of the Arts & Sciences
Laboratory Science Building.
The lecture is free and open to the public. Solomon will speak on "The Messenger Mission to Mercury."
A member of the National Academy of Sciences,
Solomon is principal investigator for NASA's Messenger mission and heads a multi-institutional consor-

tium of scientists and engineers.
Launched in 2004, Messenger is expected to be
the first spacecraft to orbit Mercury.
Its path through the inner solar system includes a
series of carefully orchestrated flybys of Earth, Venus
and Mercury to slow the craft for insertion into its
orbit around the innermost planet beginning in 2011.
Solomon is a longtime colleague, collaborator and
friend of Roger J. Phillips, Ph.D., the outgoing director of the McDonnell Center for the Space Sciences
and professor of earth and planetary sciences in Arts
& Sciences.
For more information, call 935-5332 or e-mail
lucas@wusd.edu.

Monday, April 9

Friday, April 6

4 p.m. Men's tennis vs. McKendree
College. Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.

7 p.m. Catholic Good Friday service.
Catholic Student Center, 6352 Forsyth
Blvd. modde@washucsc.org.

Wednesday, April 11
4 p.m. Women's tennis vs. Maryville U.
Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.

Saturday, April 7
7:30 p.m. Catholic Easter Vigil Mass.
Catholic Student Center, 6352 Forsyth
Blvd. modde@washucsc.org.

Worship

Sunday, April 8

Thursday, April 5

9:30 & 11 a.m. Catholic Easter Sunday
Mass. Graham Chapel. Sponsored by
the Catholic Student Center.
modde@washucsc.org.

7 p.m. Catholic Holy Thursday Mass.
Catholic Student Center, 6352 Forsyth
Blvd. modde@washucsc.org.

And more
Saturday, March 31

learning a faith-based code of
ethics. These values and beliefs
are reflected in "From Hope to
Higher Ground." Huckabee reviews the state of the nation with
an eye toward stopping what he
sees as the most damaging assumptions and behaviors affecting Americans today.
Huckabee's public-service career began in 1993 when he became lieutenant governor in a special election that followed Clinton's ascent from Arkansas governor to the presidency. The next
year, Huckabee was elected to a
full term as lieutenant governor.
During his tenure, Huckabee
was known for his deep commitment to health care and educational reforms, developing public
policy for the latter as chair of the
Education Commission of the
States.
As governor, he instituted
statewide initiatives to create improved programs and expand
available college scholarships. His
"Smart Start" and "Smart Step"
programs that emphasize math
and reading skills significandy
raised test scores for the state's K8 schools. Until recendy, Huckabee headed the National Governors Association.
On the health front, Huckabee
received national recognition
after being diagnosed with type 2
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Friday, April 6

diabetes. His efforts, which included losing 110 pounds and becoming a marathon runner, are
outlined in his fourth book, "Quit
Digging Your Grave with a Knife
and Fork." He is dedicated to
helping Americans adopt a more
healthful lifestyle.
Before entering public office,
Huckabee was a Baptist minister
and religious leader. An avid outdoorsman, he was influential in
passing an amendment to provide
revenue for the state park system
in Arkansas.
Huckabee also is the author of
"Living Beyond Your Lifetime:
How to Be Intentional about the
Legacy You Leave" and "Character
Is the Issue: How People with Integrity Can Revolutionize America" and co-author of "Kids Who
Kill: Confronting Our Culture of
Violence."
For more information, call
935-4620 or visit assemblyseries
.wusd.edu.

Ifeoord

2 p.m. Memorial service. Honoring Dr.
Leonard Berg. (Reception follows.) Farrell
Learning and Teaching Center, Connor
Aud. 286-0071.

1 p.m. Skandalaris Center YouthBridge
Workshop Series. "Resources for Social
Entrepreneurs" & "Building Your Network."
Simon Hall. To register: www.sc.wustl.edu.

Arkansas will speak on
"From Hope to Higher
Ground: 12 STOPS to
Restoring America's
Greatness."
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The Social Impact of a University'
is topic of Jonathan F. Fanton talk
■he Social Impact of a
University" will be preby Jonathan F.
I sented
s
Fanton, Ph.D., president of the
John D. and
Catherine T.
MacArthur
Foundation, at
4:30 p.m. April
5 in Brown Hall
Lounge. This
Danforth
Lecture is sponsored by the
George Warren Fanton
Brown School
of Social Work, the Gephardt
Institute for Public Service and
the Assembly Series.
Fanton became president of
the MacArthur Foundation, one
of the nation's largest private philanthropic foundations, after three
decades in higher education, including 17 years as president of
the New School for Social Research in New York, where he led
the integration and enhancement
of the university's seven divisions,
a campus expansion and development campaigns.
With assets in excess of $6 billion dollars and working in 65

countries, the MacArthur Foundation is an independent grantmaking institution.
Dedicated to fostering improvement in the human condition, the foundation makes
grants and loans through four
programs to encourage knowledge and creativity, improve public policy and provide information through support for public
interest media.
Fanton serves on a number of
boards, including the Chicago
History Museum and Human
Rights Watch, the largest U.S.based human rights organization,
where he was chair of the board
for six years.
Fanton earned a doctorate in
American history in 1978 from
Yale University, where he taught
American history and served as
associate provost. Fanton became
vice president for planning at the
University of Chicago, where he
also taught American history,
until joining the New School for
Social Research in 1982.
The lecture is free and open to
the public.
To R.S.V.P., call Jenny KrausSmith at 935-7573.

Trips

human development on threatened manatees, howler monkeys
and various species of birds was
central to the group's trip.
But it was the human interaction that made the trip special.
"The most important and rewarding parts were the afternoons
and evenings we spent reading,
doing homework and playing
games with the children who voluntarily ride the city bus to the
YMCA in Belize City each day to
receive after-school mentoring
and tutoring," Amthor said.
Among the other service trips:
• A Campus Y group visited
Los Angeles to aid in IsraeliPalestinian reconciliation efforts.
• Members of Engineers Without Borders performed engineering assessments of project sites in
Antigua, Guatemala.
• The Lutheran Campus Ministry helped with post-Katrina rebuilding in Mobile, Ala.
• The Annika Rodriguez Scholars Program demystified the college admissions process for underserved minority students in
Milwaukee.
• St. Louis Hillel assisted with
hurricane relief in New Orleans.
• The Catholic Student Center
did home repairs in Juarez, Mexico.
"Faces of Hope," a presentation of photographs, stories and
memories from spring break
service trips, will take place from
4:30-6 p.m. April 5 in the Ann W.
Olin Women's Building Formal
Lounge. The University community is invited to attend. For more
information, call 935-9659.

Hundreds of students
lend a helping hand
- from Page 1

Overfiow-fhe-Campus Crusade for
Christ traveled to New Orleans to
help rebuild homes and churches
March 10-17.
"The most important thing for
students to realize is that New Orleans has not changed in the last
year as much as we'd like to believe," said Helvick, a computer engineering major in the School of
Engineering & Applied Science.
"Many of the homes still look the
same or worse than they did during
the weeks following Hurricane
Katrina, yet humanitarian aid has
dropped off dramatically. The residents still desperately need help and
are still incredibly grateful for it."
Other students traveled internationally. Sophomore Rachel Amthor went to Central America on a
trip organized by the Campus Y.
"We traveled to Belize March 12
to 17 to explore how eco-tourism
can work in a Caribbean country
where thousands of tourists journey every year," said Amthor, an
anthropology major in Arts & Sciences. "We visited small villages
that were directly affected by the
establishment of wildlife sanctuaries in the country, as well as communities of individuals who
founded their own sanctuaries
to protect threatened species."
Learning about the impact of

Tornado
Establish a calling tree
in each department
- from Page 1
issued for a county adjacent to St.
Louis County, and the storm is
headed our way. The siren will
sound again when a tornado
warning is issued for St. Louis
County.
The system is designed to give
as much advance warning as possible for people to seek shelter
and to gather weather information from radio and television
stations.
Well before a tornado hits, departments, schools and residence
halls should have a calling tree established, with names, numbers
and locations. The calling tree
should include at least one person
from each floor or area in that department.

At least one flashlight with extra
batteries should be kept on hand,
as should at least one battery-operated radio on each floor that
should be used only in an emergency.
After a tornado has passed, look
around and try to help any injured
or trapped persons and turn on the
radio to get the latest emergency
information. Use the telephone for
emergency calls only.
Tornadoes can rupture gas or
power lines. If after a tornado has
passed you smell gas or chemical
fumes, leave the building immediately and notify Protective Services
at the School of Medicine at 3624357 or on the Danforth Campus
call the WUSTL Police Department
at 935-5555.
Off-campus residents should
call 911.
Report all emergencies to the
same departments and phone
numbers.
For more information, visit
ehs.wustl.edu/new/tornadoes.htm.

Thank yOU, t6acher Senior Sharad Wadhwani is reunited with his former French teacher Tracy
Waters of Shorewood High School in Shorewood, Wis. Waters was in town to receive a 2007 Cornerstone Faculty Mentor Award — for which Wadhwani nominated her — March 21 in Holmes
Lounge. The award, presented annually by Cornerstone: The Center for Advanced Learning, celebrates the significant impact a mentor can have on a student. "Mrs. Waters' example has led to
my success at Washington University because she taught me the meaning of passion and what
the result of having a passion can be," said Wadhwani, a psychology major in Arts & Sciences.
Connie Schmollinger, who teaches English at Villa Duchesne School in St. Louis, also won a
Cornerstone award; Katherine Martin, a senior in biology in Arts & Sciences, nominated Schmollinger for the award.

Belly fat
Visceral fat can lead to
insulin resistance
- from Page 1
which removes billions of fat cells,
does not provide the metabolic
benefits seen when fat mass is reduced by lowering calorie intake,
which shrinks the size of fat cells
and decreases the amount of fat
inside the abdomen and other tissues."
In the new study, researchers
looked instead at visceral fat —
the fat that surrounds the organs
in the gut. Unlike subcutaneous
fat, visceral fat is not easy to remove surgically because it is close
to the intestines and other internal organs. As they couldn't just
take out the fat, the research team
decided to analyze the blood that
ran through it to determine
whether visceral fat was involved
in inflammation or whether, like
subcutaneous fat, it was merely a
marker of potential problems.
Reporting in the journal Diabetes, the research team said visceral fat likely contributes to in-

creases in systemic inflammation
and insulin resistance. They sampled blood from the portal vein
in obese patients undergoing gastric bypass surgery and found
that visceral fat in the abdomen
was secreting high levels of an
important inflammatory molecule called interleukin-6 (IL-6)
into portal vein blood.
"The portal vein is filled with
blood that drains visceral fat,"
said first author Luigi Fontana,
M.D., Ph.D., assistant professor of
medicine and an investigator at
the Istituto Superiors di Sanita in
Rome. "Portal vein blood had levels of IL-6 that were 50 percent
higher than blood from the periphery."
Increased IL-6 levels in the
portal vein correlated with concentrations of an inflammatory
substance called C-reactive protein (CRP) in the body. High
CRP levels are related to inflammation, and chronic inflammation is associated with insulin resistance, hypertension, type 2 diabetes and atherosclerosis, among
other things.
"These data support the notion that visceral fat produces inflammatory cytokines that con-

tribute to insulin resistance and
cardiovascular disease," Klein said.
Klein, Fontana and J. Christopher Eagon, M.D., assistant professor of surgery, looked at blood
samples from 25 patients who
were extremely obese and were
undergoing gastric bypass surgery. They took blood from the
portal vein and from the radial
artery in the arm and found differences in levels of IL-6 between
the samples.
Fontana said the findings explain how visceral fat can lead to
inflammation, insulin resistance
and other metabolic problems. By
contributing to inflammation,
visceral fat cells in the abdomen
may be doing even more than
that, he said.
"Many years ago, atherosclerosis was thought to be related to
lipids and to the excessive deposit
of cholesterol in the arteries,"
Fontana said. "Nowadays, it's clear
that atherosclerosis is an inflammatory disease. There also is evidence that inflammation plays a
role in cancer, and there is even
evidence that it plays a role in
aging. Someday, we may learn
that visceral fat is involved in
those things, too."

'Highness'
Student cast brings
alumna's work to life
- from Page 1
Yet when Henry dispatches his
rival on a diplomatic mission
abroad, Parr accepts the king's
hand in marriage.
"Katherine was basically the
only mother Elizabeth ever had,"
says Annamaria Pileggi, senior
lecturer in the PAD, who directs
the cast of 11. "Though she had
no children of her own, she was
very nurturing to all of Henry's
children and took a special interest in Elizabeth."
Following Henry's death, Parr
is free to marry Seymour, and the
couple retires to a country estate,
bringing the teenage Elizabeth
with them.
Parr soon becomes pregnant,
and a mysterious rift develops between her and Elizabeth with rumors pointing to an affair between Elizabeth and Seymour.
Parr sends Elizabeth away but
dies shortly thereafter, following
childbirth.
"It's interesting to see how
rash Elizabeth is as a young woman," Pileggi said. "She had all of
these stepmothers, and they kept
dying. How does that affect one's

Junior Elizabeth Birkenmeier (left) plays a young Queen Elizabeth
I, with senior Carolina Reiter as her stepmother Katherine Parr.
ability to trust? Then Katherine
comes onto the scene and is able
to gain Elizabeth's trust, only to
have Elizabeth betray her.
"Because of Katherine's death,
they were never able to reconcile,
and I think that, for Elizabeth,
this was a kind of tipping point,"
Pileggi added. "In a moment of
weakness, she acted on impulse
and paid for it for the rest of her
life. As queen, she would never
again be so reckless."

The cast is led by junior Elizabeth Birkenmeier as Elizabeth and
senior Carolina Reiter as Katherine Parr.
The scenic design — inspired
by 16th-century English court
painting — is by alumna Megan
Chafin ('06), with costumes by
senior Leah Battin.
Tickets are $15; $9 for students, seniors, faculty and staff.
For more information, call
935-6543.
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Notables
Baseball team sweeps
four games; now 17-4
The baseball team went 4-0 last
week at home. WUSTL (17-4)
swept Clarke College in a doubleheader March 23, taking Game 1,
8-6, before wrapping up the day
with a 9-4 win.
Senior Andy Shields moved up
to fifth place on the Bears' careerwins list with his fifth complete
game of the year in the first contest, improving his four-year
record on the mound to 20-6.
Shields pitched seven innings,
striking out nine and allowing just
three earned runs.
He also surpassed the 200strikeout plateau for his career,
only the fifth player to achieve the
feat in program history.
Senior Eddy Hoering hit a
three-run home run over the leftfield fence with one out in the first
inning of Game 2, while Zander
Lehmann and Shields each registered RBI singles in the second
frame to give the Red and Green a
5-1 advantage on the way to the
win.
On March 24, the Bears swept
Elmhurst College, 4-1 and 7-6.
Shields gave the Bears a 2-1 lead in
the bottom of the third in the
opener, smacking a double down
the right-field line to score classmates Arden Farhi and David
Kramer.
In the second contest, the Bluejays knotted the score at 5 in the
fourth inning before Kramer delivered an RBI double in the bottom of the sixth that put WUSTL
up for good.

Softball team splits
a pair of home games
The No. 16 Softball team split a
pair of games March 25 at the
WUSTL Softball Field.
Dana Vahey hit a gamewinning home run in the fifth inning to lead Webster University to
a 4-3 victory in Game 1, while
Washington U. responded with a
2-0 win against Maryville University in Game 2.
Senior Laurel Sagartz suffered
her first loss of the year, pitching
three innings in relief and allowing one hit while striking out
seven. Freshman Ashton Hitchcock was 2 for 4 in the loss and
tied the school record with three
stolen bases.
Sagartz (9-1) bounced back
with a shutout against Maryville,
allowing three hits and striking
out 10. The shutout for Sagartz
was her seventh this year and 34th
of her career.

Men's tennis 7-3 with
two top-25 victories
The No. 10 men's tennis team
improved to 7-3 with a pair of
home victories against top-25
opponents.
The Bears defeated No. 25
Carthage College March 24 to
open the weekend, cruising
through doubles play by winning
all three matches and losing just
10 games.
Washington U. followed that
with an 8-1 win against NAIA's
No. 17-ranked Graceland University March 25. The Bears won two
of three doubles matches to take
the lead after doubles for the seventh time in 10 matches this season.

Track and field sweeps
WUSTL Mini Meet
The men's and women's track and
field teams began the outdoor season March 23 by winning the
WUSTL Mini Meet at Bushyhead
Track at Francis Field.
The men tallied 227 points,
while the women racked up 154.5

points for the team titles.
The men notched six event titles on the day, including a pair in
the field events: Sophomore Brent
Sensenich won the shot put with a
throw of 13.26 meters, while
freshman Keith England took first
in the javelin with a mark of 52.30
meters.
Senior Delaina Martin highlighted the women's competition
by posting a provisional qualifying mark for the 2007 NCAA
Outdoor Championships. Martin
won the shot put with a mark of
12.90 meters. Meanwhile, sophomore Aubrey Edwards placed second in the hammer throw with a
personal-best 39.57 meters.

Women's tennis splits
two matches; now 4-5
The women's tennis team defeated
Graceland University, 7-2, March
25 at the Dwight Davis Tennis
Center in Forest Park. With the
win, the Bears improved to 4-5.
The day before, WUSTL fell to
No. 25 Carthage College, 8-1.

Sagartz named MVP of
All-UAA softball team
Senior pitcher Laurel Sagartz
picked up her fourth straight
Most Valuable Player award to
highlight the All-University
Athletic Association (UAA)
Softball Team, which was
announced by the league office.
Joining Sagartz on the first
team are sophomore catcher
Lindsay Cavarra, freshman utility
player Ashton Hitchcock and senior infielder Jamie Kressel.
Freshman catcher Carter Malouf and junior outfielder Karli
Stander earned second-team
honors.

School in blOOm Jessica Deneweth (right), a senior biomedical engineering major, leads a tour
for prospective students from the Class of 2011 and their families, who are on campus to learn
about the University through various activities as part of the 15th annual April Welcome. Visiting
students can room with a current student in a residence hall, sit in on classes, talk with faculty,
attend meetings and social activities sponsored by numerous student organizations and sample
the area's entertainment and cultural attractions. The undergraduate schools also offer special
programs and tours of their facilities.

For the Record
Of note
Ramesh K Agarwal, Ph.D., the
William Palm Professor of Engineering, has been awarded the
Gold Award by the Royal Aeronautical Society. The presentation

Tennis teams to host
Special Olympics clinic
The men's and women's tennis
teams will host the Second
Annual Special Olympics Tennis
Clinic from 10 a.m.-noon March
31 at the Tao Tennis Center.
Instructors will include men's
coach Roger Follmer and women's
coach Kelly Stahlhuth.
The event is free, and participants will receive a T-shirt and
lunch following the clinic.
In addition to a full day of activities, the clinic will focus on
improving stroke technique, basic
tennis skills and building appreciation for tennis.
The event is expected to draw
more than 50 Special Olympics
athletes from Missouri. Prizes will
be provided.

November, Agarwal received the
prestigious Charles Russ Richards
Memorial Award from the American Society of Mechanical Engineers for outstanding achievements during a period of 20 years.
In the past two years, he has given
talks in Russia, China, Italy, Korea,
India and New Zealand.

Obituary

Ruths named to three
All-America squads
Junior basketball forward Troy
Ruths, the UAA Player of the Year,
was named to the Division III AllAmerica Team by three publications.
He was named first-team by
Dili News, third-team by the National Association of Basketball
Coaches (NABC) and honorable
mention by D3hoops.com.
Freshman guard Aaron
Thompson also was recognized by
Dili News, getting named to the
All-Freshman Team.
Ruths, a first-team all-region
selection by D3hoops.com and
the NABC, averaged a UAA-best
19.1 points and 7.9 rebounds per
game. He broke the school record
for most field goals made in a season (224) and posted the secondhighest point total in a season
(572).
Thompson, the UAA Rookie of
the Year, averaged 7.2 points, 2.6
rebounds and 2.1 assists per game
and led WUSTL with 56 3-pointers.

will be made July 11 at the Sopwith Lecture in London. This is
the highest specialists' award in
aerodynamics given by the Royal
Aeronautical Society and was
awarded to Agarwal for his work
in computational fluid dynamics,
which has led to significant advances in aircraft performance. In

Tatom, assistant professor of architecture, 51
BY LIAM OTTEN

Jacqueline Tatom, Ph.D., assistant professor of architecture
in the Sam Fox School of Design
& Visual Arts, died at her home in
the Central West End Sunday,
March 18, 2007, following a long
battle with ovarian cancer. She
was 51.
Tatom, a registered architect,
had practiced in France, the United States and West Africa. Her research focused on contemporary
urbanism and
the metropolitan landscape,
particularly the
issues of transportation, infrastructure,
de-urbanization and environmental sustainability.
Tatom
"Jacqueline
was a lively intellectual presence
in the Master of Urban Design
(MUD) program, which she
helped to revive in 1999 and
which she co-directed until 2004,"
said Eric Mumford, associate professor of architecture, who now
directs the program. "Her interests in patterns of land subdivision — the subject of her Harvard Design School thesis on
urban development in Lyons,
France — and on de-urbanization, which she studied in St.
Louis, brought new perspectives
into the school.
"She was a great inspiration to
students, and she devoted a tremendous amount of energy to
making urban design an important component of what is now

called the Graduate School of Architecture & Urban Design. She
will be much missed."
Born in Morocco to an American father and a European mother, Tatom was raised in France,
Germany and the United States.
She studied at the University of
Texas and the Unite' Pedagogique
d'Architecture N. 1 in Paris, earning a dipliime d'architecture
DPLG, the French professional
degree, in 1980.
From 1980-84, Tatom served
in several capacities for Bouygues,
a large construction/engineering
firm, and she traveled to Lagos,
Nigeria and Algeria.
Following a short stint with
Cabinet D'Architecture Epee Ellong in Cameroon, she returned
to the United States and settled in
New York, joining Gruen Associates and then Studio for Architecture, where she met her husband,
Paul Naecker.
From 1986-1990, she was an
associate at the influential design
firm SITE Projects Inc., where she
helped develop many commercial
and institutional projects.
In 1990, Tatom enrolled in
Harvard's Graduate School of Design, studying with noted urbanist
Peter Rowe. She earned a master's
of architecture in urban design in
1992 and a doctorate in design in
1995.
After graduation, she served as
a research fellow at Harvard's
Unit for Housing and Urbanization, was principal instructor of
urban design for Harvard's Career
Discovery Program and taught at
the University of Texas.
Tatom arrived at Washington
University as a visiting professor

in 1997 and was named assistant
professor in 1999. During the
next five years, she would direct
or co-direct the MUD program,
which explores contemporary
urban issues through a combination of architectural, landscape
and planning perspectives.
Her design studios investigated
a number of local sites, ranging
from Brentwood Boulevard and
Ballas Road to Swansea, 111., and
north-central St. Louis. She also
initiated and led efforts to develop a street tree-replanting program for the historic blocks of
Fullerton's Westminster Place
neighborhood.
Tatom's research has been
published in the Journal of Urban
Morphology, the Nordic Journal
of Architectural Research, the online journal Ecumene and the anthology "Landscape Urbanism:
A Reference Manifesto," among
others.
She received two Graham
Foundation Grants and organized
a pair of symposiums on "Design,
Modernity and American Cities,"
for which she edited the proceedings. Most recently, Tatom was
editing the essay collection "Towards a Metropolitan Urbanism."
Tatom is survived by her husband and their 12-year-old
daughter, Theresa-Ann Naecker.
A memorial service will be
held from 10 a.m.-noon April 15
in Graham Chapel, with a reception to follow in Givens Hall.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Jacqueline Tatom
Memorial Fund, College of Architecture, Campus Box 1079, Washington University, One Brookings
Drive, St. Louis, MO 63130-4899.
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BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Neurosurgery has a reputation for being a selective
specialty. Cutting the
brain is, after all, one of
the gold standards by
which less complicated tasks are
dismissed: "It's not brain surgery."
It's therefore not surprising
that the ratio of U.S. brain surgeons to the general population is
high: about one for every 150,000
people.
In the African nation of Kenya, though, that ratio is nearly an
order of magnitude higher: 13
neurosurgeons for 30 million
people, or about one to every
2.3 million people.
And that often has serious
consequences in terms of delays
that can turn highly treatable
conditions into crippling or lifethreatening disorders.
"In the United States, we monitor and, when necessary, treat a
tumor of the brain lining known
as a meningioma," says Michael
Chicoine, M.D., associate professor of neurological surgery. "In
Kenya, patients with this condition often end up blind or paralyzed because they weren't diagnosed and treated soon enough."
Chicoine belongs to an informal group of St. Louis health-

port cells known as astrocytes.
"When gliomas evolve to their
most malignant varieties, our
ability to treat them is still somewhat limited," he says. "In a
worst-case scenario, a grade 4
glioma can take someone's life in
six to 12 months."
To learn more about the invasive abilities of gliomas, during
his residency, Chicoine used
time-lapse video microscopy to
make movies of the tumors as
they spread through surrounding
cell cultures.
He also has cultured a wide
range of brain tumor samples,
keeping about 250 of the samples
alive in the lab so their differences from normal brain cells can
be studied and tested against new
treatments.

Above and beyond

Michael Chicoine, M.D., at Kenya National Hospital in Nairobi with
an intensive-care nurse and a patient whom he had operated on the
prior day for a brain tumor. "His work over in Africa is just a dramatic representation of the way he lives his whole life," Ralph
Dacey, M.D., says of Chicoine. "He's very, very considerate with his
time and his hard work, and he's just a wonderful person."

Looking at the long-term reward
Michael Chicoine
shares his skill,
expertise with
Africa's less
privileged

care professionals who travel to
Kenya semi-regularly on their
own time and budget to help,
performing surgeries and other
procedures and aiding and encouraging the development of
Kenyan neurosurgeons. He went
back with the group this past fall
for his third trip, a 10-day visit.
Paul Young, M.D., clinical professor in neurosurgery and anatomy at Saint Louis University,
started the group.
"In Africa, you have to be very
patient because things don't quite
work the same in hospitals over
there as they do over here," Young
says with a gentle chuckle. "Mike
is very well-liked by everybody in
Africa because he's very patient,
soft-spoken, very generous with
his time and is an absolutely fascinating teacher."
Young points out that Chicoine's father died while Chicoine
was on his first African trip with
the group.
"It really says something about
him that he continues to go back
despite having that experience on
the first trip," Young notes.
In addition to bringing their
expertise and services, partici-

pants bring much-needed medical
supplies.
"Whenever we go, we minimize our own baggage so we can
pack shunts, surgical supplies and
things like that which are needed
at African hospitals," Chicoine
says.
Chicoine and his colleagues do
what they can to put small dents
in the long waiting-room lines,
but they recognize that the best
way to alleviate those lines is to

"Mike is very well-liked by everybody in
Africa because he's very patient, soft-spoken,
very generous with his time and is an
absolutely fascinating teacher."
PAUL YOUNG

help train Kenyan neurologists,
neurosurgeons and nurses.
He helped organize a multinational program for training
neurosurgeons, and on its most
recent trip, the group put together
a neuroscience research seminar.
"Making a difference in the
lives of patients who might not
otherwise get to see a doctor for
some time is, of course, quite rewarding," Chicoine says. "But the
longer-term reward is to advance
Africans' ability to provide their
own higher levels of neurosurgical
care."

Suited for surgery

(From left) Grace, Caroline, Nicolas and Michael Chicoine enjoy the
hot tub on a recent vacation to Florida.

Angeles in 1990, Chicoine came to
the School of Medicine to complete an internship in general surgery and residency in neurosurgery. Outside of a one-year fellowship in 1997 at Good Samaritan Hospital and the University of
Cincinnati School of Medicine, he
has been here ever since.
Chicoine's hobbies include
running, golf, skiing and activities
with his wife, Caroline, an intellectual property lawyer, and children Grace, 5, and Nicolas, 4.
He confesses amazement at
how long he's been in St. Louis.
"It's astonishing how easy it

Born in Chicago and raised in its
northern suburbs, Chicoine, 42, is
a friendly, easily approachable
physician who recalls the selection
of his medical specialty as the natural end-product of the development of his personal interests. The
brain fascinated him in medical
school, and he thought his personal talents were better suited for
surgery.
After earning a medical degree
at the University of California, Los

has been to stay: Our chair, Ralph
Dacey, has been very flexible in
letting me develop my career in
ways I choose, and I am able to
see such a breadth of patients with
complex problems," he explains.
"Also, I can collaborate with other
researchers from many different
specialties to develop and apply
innovative treatments."
Chicoine's laboratory research
interests include potential new
cancer-treatment strategies based
on the anti-tumoral effects of a
common chemical compound
known as lipopolysaccharide.
Found in the cell membranes of
some bacteria, lipopolysaccharide
activates other molecules that can
change the activity levels of a cell's
genes. In animal experiments, scientists have found this makes
lipopolysaccharide a potent killer
of tumor cells.
Chicoine also has several
basic research initiatives, most
of which center on questions related to the biology of brain tumor development and spread.
One area of interest is gliomas,
tumors that arise from brain sup-

One of Chicoine's surgical specialties, surgery of the skull base,
requires extensive multidisciplinary collaboration. Noting that
the skull base "is a border zone
that crosses several different areas
of expertise," Chicoine takes a
human skull from a shelf in his
office to illustrate.
Opening the skull, he highlights the many intricate openings and structures that permeate
the bottom of the skull directly
under the brain.
"Those are the passages where
various nerves, arteries and veins
enter and exit the brain," he explains. "To treat tumors and
other problems in this region, we
often have to call for assistance
from several different specialties,
including neuroradiologists; ear,
nose and throat surgeons; ophthalmological surgeons; and plastic surgeons."
The complex operations can
last as long as 10 to 16 hours, according to Chicoine's surgical
nurse, Lisa Nicoletti, who praises
Chicoine's dedication to communicating with patients and their
families.
"I think he goes above and beyond," she says. "He listens to his
patients, he follows up on things,
and he'll look beyond the neurosurgical issue and treat the whole
patient. And he always, always
talks to family members."
Ralph Dacey, M.D., the Henry
G. and Edith R. Schwartz Professor of Neurological Surgery and
head of the Department of Neurological Surgery, also praises
Chicoine's dedication to patient
care.
"His work over in Africa is
just a dramatic representation of
the way he lives his whole life,"
Dacey says. "He's very, very considerate with his time and his
hard work, and he's just a wonderful person."

Michael Chicoine
Family: Wife, Caroline; daughter,
Grace, 5; son, Nicolas, 4.
Born: Chicago
Education: B.S., biology, summa cum
laude, Phi Beta Kappa, University of
Illinois; M.D., University of California,
Los Angeles
University position: Associate professor of neurological surgery
Favorite family activities: Visiting the
Saint Louis Zoo, hiking, swimming,
trips to Disney World
Favorite local places to dine with his
wife: Chez Leon and Cafe Provencale

